GUIDELINE 1: Track information on conflicts and natural disasters, and potential

impact on migrants

To protect migrants, States, private sector actors, international organizations, and civil society need to
understand risks and exposure to crisesin regions, countries, and localities. They also need to understand
the ways in which crises can affect people, including migrants, and their assets. The period before the
onset of a full-scale conflict or natural disaster is a critical time to undertake efforts to protect and assist
people, including migrants, and to secure essential resources and infrastructure.

Not all conflicts and natural disasters are entirely unpredictable. Conflicts may be preceded by various
signs, including protests, xenophobic violence, and civil unrest. Local actors, close to the source of an
impending conflict, and with the experience to interpret signs and events, may often possess the most
timely and accurate information. They can be an important source of knowledge for others.

Understanding regional, national, and local natural disaster risks and overlaying this information
with information on the location and characteristics of migrants can inform preparation and response
efforts. As in conflict situations, local sources of knowledge may also be important. While many natural
disasters occur with great immediacy, different regions, countries, and localities are prone to specific
types of natural disasters. Those related to weather events often occur with some forewarning. Some
are cyclical and recurrent and the warning signs will be familiar to those who have experienced them
before. A number of early warning systems exist to forecast and monitor natural disasters and alert
stakeholders and communities of impending crises.

Sample Practices

» Early warning systems for natural disasters adapted and tested to reach migrants in multiple
languages.

= Assessments to understand the potential effects of natural disasters on migrant communities
and their assets.

» Inclusion of migrant characteristics in disaster vulnerability assessments by analyzing
how factors, such as immigration status, language proficiency, or gender reduce access to
information, resources, or protection.

= Community-based risk assessments that engage migrants in the identification of natural
disasters, vulnerability, and capacities.

» Inclusionofmigrants’presence andvulnerabilityinearlywarning andearly action mechanisms.

= Structures to share information on developing civil unrest or conflict.
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